	HAMILTON HOMESCHOOL
Debate
(2014-2015)


Course Description:
This course is designed for 6-12th grade students. 
Instructor: 
Mark Cistaro; 616-393-9307 (home); 616-212-0601 (cell); mcistaro@hamiltonschools.us
Course Overview: 
We will focus on logic, rhetoric, and debate rules. Class will, on occasion,  require reading classical debates for homework (about 45 minutes) and discussions about the debates in class. The tests will consist of the students performing debates against each other. This course focuses on the development of the following skills: public speaking, interpersonal communications, research techniques, analysis of information, processing and responding to arguments, reading and writing analogies, and “flowing” (the recording of an argument in a systematic manner).  The course requires the student to work with a partner in research and problem solving activities.  The course also provides students with the opportunity to analyze problems and develop plans of action leading to effective solutions.  The student will be exposed to a variety of debate styles, including policy debate and legislative debate. Debate encourages students to think with logical structure and to speak in a direct and convincing manner.
 
Students in this class will be expected to speak often in front of the class and other audience members.
 
Major goals for the student:
1.     Develop confidence in public speaking skills.
2.     Investigate and analyze a current social, economic, or political topic.
3.     Research the topic and then develop logical positions that support and negate it.
4.     Present and defend positions in a structured debate format.
5.     Develop the ability to collect and organize ideas, evaluate evidence, perceive logical connections, think and speak in a reasoned manner by linking ideas together, express positions persuasively, and adapt to new ideas and information quickly.
Required Text(s): 
These will be provided in-class. Copies will either be paper based or posted to the class website.
Methods of Evaluation: 
Required Assignments:  Research, Argument Construction.   
Assessments: One-on-One Debates.
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