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5. THE NICENE CREED

Durig the fourth century the religious Ife of the Roman Empire was transformed by
the rise of Christianity. The essential beligfs of the new faith are set out in the follow-
ing text, a doctrinal statement based on the decisions of the Council of Nicea (325).

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible and
invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten of
his Father, of the substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father.
By whom all things were made, both which be in heaven and in earth, Who
for us men and for our salvation came down [from heaven] and was incarnate
and was made man. He suffered and the third day he rose again, and as-
cended into heaven. And he shall come again to judge both the quick and the
dead. And [we believe] in the Holy Ghost. And whosoever shall say that there
was time when the Son of God was not, or that before he was begotten he was
not, or that he was made of things that were not, or that he is of a different
substance or essence [from the Father] or that he is a creature, or subject to
change or conversion—all that so say, the Catholic and Apostolic Church
anathematizes them.
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Men abandoned the old pagan religions for a variety of reasons. Eusebius (ca. 260—ca.
339), bishop of Caesarea, declared that the following description of the conversion of
the emperor Constantine was recounted by the emperor himself. However, this ac-
count was written more than twenty years after the event it describes, and modern

From The Seven Ecumenical Councils, A. C. McGiffert and E. C. Richardson, trans., in Library of the
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (2nd Series; New York: Charles Scribner’s, 1900), Vol. X1V, p.3.
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enthralled by them. T sent up these sorrowful crics, —“How long, how long?
Tomorrow, and tomorrow? Why not now? Why is there not this hour an end
to my uncleanness?

T was saying these things and weeping in the most bitter contritions of my
heart, when, lo, | heard the voice s of boy or girl, T know not which, coming
from a neighbouring house, chanting, and oft repeating, “Take up and read;
take up and read.” Immediately my counlenance was changed, and I began
most carnestly to consider whether it was usual for children in any kind of
game to sing such words; nor could I remember ever to have heard the like.
So, restraining the torrent of my tears, I rose up, inlerpreting it no other way
than as a command to me from Heaven to open the book, and to read the first
chapter T should light upon. For | had heard of Antony, that, accidentally com-
ing in whilst the gospel was being read, he received the admenition as if what
was read were addressed to him. “Go and sell that thou hest, and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come and follow me.” And
by such oracle was he forthwith converted unto Thee. 5o quickly I retwrred to
the place where Alypius was sitting; for there had [ put down the volume of
the apostles, when I rose thence. I grasped, opened, and i silence read that
paragraph on which my eyes first fell—Not in rioling and drunkenness, not
in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying; but put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts
thereof.” No further would I read, nor did I need; for instantly, as the sentence
ended,—by a light, as it were, of security infused into my heart,—all the
gloom of doubt vanished away.

7. CHURCH AND STATE: THE “EDICT OF MIL
THF DISPUTE BLTWEEN SYMMACHUS
AND AMBROSE; AUGUSTINE AND GELASILUS

N7

The “Edict of Milan”

The lasl persecution of Christians in the Roman Enpire was haited by edicis of
Galerius (311) wnd Constantive (312). In 313 the emperors Constantine and
Licinius met 6t Milan and agreed on  policy of general foleration for the futire.
They also promised restitution of property confiscated from the Christians. Alliougit
0 actual edict was issued at Milas, the following document preserves the terms of
the agreement.

We, Constantinus end Licinius the Emperors, having met in concord at Milan
and having set in order everything which pertains o the common good and
public sceurity, aze of the opinion that among the various things which we
perceived would profit men, or which should be set in order first, was to be
found the cultivation of religion; we should therefore give both to Chritians

From Church and State irongh the Conturies, . 2 Ehler and §, 1 Morrall o anil (08 (Wastmi
ster, Milt Newman Press, 1988), pp, 86,
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and to all others free facility to follow the religion which each may desire, so
that by this means whatever divinity is enthroned in heaven may be gracious
and favourable to us and to all who have been placed under our authority.
Therefore we are of the opinion that the following decision is in accordance
with sound and true reasoning: that no one who has given his mental assent
to the Christian persuasion or to any other which he feels to be suitable to
him should be compelled to deny his conviction, so that the Supreme God-
head (“Summa Divinitas”), whose worship we freely observe, can assist us in
all things with his wonted favour and benevolence. Wherefore it is necessary
for your Excellency to know that it is our pleasure that all restrictions which
were previously put forward in official pronouncements concerning the sect
of the Christians should be removed, and that each one of them who freely
and sincerely carries out the purpose of observing the Christian religion may
endeavour to practise its precepts without any fear or danger. We believed
that these points should be fully brought to your attention, so that you might
know that we have given free and absolute permission to practise their reli-
gion to the Christians. Now that you perceive what we have granted to them,
your Excellency must also learn that for the sake of peace in our time a simi-
lar public and free right to practise their religion or cult is granted to others,
so that every man may have free opportunity to worship according to his
own wish. This has been done by us to avoid any appearance of disfavour to
any one religion.

We have decided furthermore to decree the following in respect of the
Christians: if those places at which they were accustomed in former times to
hold their meetings (concerning which a definite procedure was laid down for
your guidance in previous communications) have been at any previous time
acquired from our treasury or from any other person, let the persons con-
cerned be willing and swift to restore them to the Christians without financial
recompense and without trying to ask a price. Let those who have received
such property as a gift restore whatever they have acquired to the Christians
in similar manner. If those who have bought such property or received it as a
ift seek some recompense from our benevolence, let them apply to the Vicar,
by whom their cases will be referred to our clemency. You are to consider it
your duty that all these things shall be handed over to the Christian body im-
mediately and without delay by your intervention. And since the aforesaid
Christians are known to have possessed not only those places at which they
are wont to assemble, but others also pertaining to the law of their body, that
is of the churches, not of private individuals, you are to order in accordance
with the law which we have described above the return of all those posses-
sions to the aforesaid Christians, that is to their bodies and assemblies without
any further hesitation or argument. Our previous statement is to be borne in
mind that those who restore this property without Pprice may, as we have said,
oxpect some compensation from our benevolence.

Lottern of 8t Ambrose. sl o HL Do Romentin, tran, in Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fa-
trn (el Sorion New Yurks Ehilatian Litorature Company, 1896), Vol, X, pp. 414-416, 417-418,
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