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Consider these quotes: 

· The education of all children, from the moment that they can get along without a mother's care, shall be in state institutions at state expense.-Karl Marx
· Give me four years to teach the children and the seed I have sown will never be uprooted.-Vladimir Lenin
· Education is a weapon whose effects depend on who holds it in his hands and at whom it is aimed. -Joseph Stalin
· Ideas are more powerful than guns. We would not let our people have guns, why should we let them have ideas. -Joseph Stalin
1. How does Orwell explore the problem of rhetoric in Animal Farm? Paying particular attention to the character of Squealer, how is language used as an instrument of social control? How do the pigs rewrite history?
2. Do you think Animal Farm’s message would come across effectively to someone who knows nothing about Soviet history or the conflict between Stalin and Trotsky? What might such a reader make of the story?
3. Look at those quotes again. Think about the pigs’ behavior in the book. Using examples from the book, does it look like the pigs have “learned” from these men and are using their advice? How?  How do the pigs’ actions match up with those ideas?
4. Of all of the characters in Animal Farm, are there any who seem to represent the point of view of the author? Which of the animals or people do you think come(s) closest to achieving Orwell’s perspective on Animal Farm?
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